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a certain Ignatius de Loyola, was desperately wounded through a
shot in the leg. While recovering, he had those visions which
inspired him to found the Society of Jesus, the famous Order of
the Jesuits.
The Jesuits afterwards did more to influence the geographic
development of a vast number of countries than any other reli-
gious organization, more even than those indefatigable travellers,
the Franciscans. It was here that the Order began.
It was undoubtedly this inaccessibility of the Pyrenees which
gave the famous Basque people their chance to maintain them-
selves from prehistoric times until to-day and which accounts for
the independent Republic of Andorra, very high up in the eastern
part of the mountains. The Basques, about 700,000 in number,
inhabit a triangle that is bounded by the Gulf of Biscay in the
north, by the Spanish province of Navarre in the east, while the
western frontier follows a line from the city of Santandcr to the
city of Logrono on the Ebro River. The name * Basque * means
the same as our word c Gascon/ but it has nothing to do with the
compatriots of the famous Captain d'Artagnan. The Roman
conquerors called them Iberians and called the whole of Spain
the Iberian peninsula. As for the Basques themselves, they
proudly say that they are Eskualdunak, which sounds very un-
European and quite like Eskimo.
Just for good measure, and because your guess is apt to be as
sound as mine, here arc a few of the current theories about the
origin of the Basques. Some of the professors who distil racial
theories out of skulls and gutturals, believe them to be connected
with those Berbers whom I mentioned several chapters ago as the
possible descendants of one of the earliest tribes of prehistoric
Europeans, the so-called Cromagnon race. Others claim that they
arc the survivors who saved themselves on the European continent
when the romantic island of Atlantis disappeared beneath the
waves of the ocean. Still others hold that they have always been
where they are now and don't bother to ask where they came
from. Whatever the truth, the Basques have shown remarkable
ability in keeping themselves aloof from the rest of the world.
They are very industrious. More than a hundred thousand of